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2026 CAES Student Policy Brief Competition
Background:
Canadian agriculture and food systems are frequently in the news, with media coverage highlighting issues that resonate with stakeholders and consumers alike. Headlines often focus on topics such as the potential impacts of trade disputes, rising food prices, the future of farming, and the increasing risks of climate-related disasters. These articles shape public perception and often raise questions about agriculture and food policy. 
In this environment, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) economic analysts play an important role. When these media reports raise policy questions, the Minister and senior decision-makers often turn to analysts for informed, evidence-based perspectives. Analysts are expected not only to understand the issues presented, but also to critically assess the viewpoints expressed in the media. This involves identifying underlying assumptions, evaluating the credibility of claims, and assessing whether the arguments align with available data and economic analysis. 
Instructions: 
Your task is to select a recent media article related to agriculture and food policy and provide a critical assessment of the viewpoints expressed. Your for information note should be brief and cover the main points of the issue to provide an overview to the Minister. A template is available on the CAES website. Please: 
1. Summarize and critically analyze the article - identify the main points, assess their validity, and consider potential biases or gaps.
2. Take a position – develop a clear argument either supporting or refuting the overarching viewpoint expressed in the article.
3. Support your position with evidence – use relevant data, economic rational, existing literature, and policy contexts to strengthen your argument. As part of this, please also include a properly labeled graph with data evidence supporting your assessment of at least one of the main points raised. 
Your note should be no more than 2.5 pages in length (including the graph) using 11pt font size. Please ensure you include the link to the article you selected, as well as any other references used, in APA format. These can be included at the end and will not count towards the page limit. 


Potential Articles:
Below are some example articles. These are provided as options – you may choose one of these or select your own article from a news media source on an agriculture, food or resource economics topic. 
Concerns for future of farming
· Minimum farm income - https://www.ctvnews.ca/atlantic/new-brunswick/article/farmers-will-lobby-ottawa-for-50k-guaranteed-annual-income-pilot-program/ ​
· Intergenerational farm transfer - https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/article/two-three-four-million-dollars-to-inherit-a-farm-advocate/​  
Trade and food
· Trade uncertainty - https://www.ctvnews.ca/ottawa/article/canola-tariffs-sowing-seeds-of-uncertainty-for-canadian-farmers/
· Tariffs and crop production - https://www.ctvnews.ca/business/article/tariffs-on-canola-seen-supercharging-canadian-farmers-shift-to-spring-wheat/
· Expanding domestic food production - https://ici.radio-canada.ca/rci/en/news/2211885/can-canada-grow-more-of-its-own-food-greenhouses-vertical-farming-make-it-possible-experts-say
Rising food inflation and food insecurity: 
· High beef prices - https://www.ctvnews.ca/business/inflation/article/its-a-waiting-game-canadians-stuck-with-high-beef-prices-despite-cattle-numbers-growing-expert-says/#:~:text=As%20beef%20prices%20remain%20high,the%20grocery%20store%20meat%20counter
· Food price report - https://globalnews.ca/news/11558888/2026-canadian-food-report-cost-prediction/
· Food bank use - https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/toronto-food-bank-holiday-food-sort-9.7024333
· Food insecurity policy -  https://www.theglobeandmail.com/gift/17dd4e94be18aaa40bdaab5206e8a891bd22cccc7acd6fd85e091a58f1579529/QL2SJX5YMRH57A6X5IJZCZ3WGM/ 
Climate change and resilience: 
· Resilience amid climate change - https://www.ctvnews.ca/business/article/how-canadas-farmers-are-producing-record-crops-despite-droughts-and-floods/
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