Agriculture & Agri-food Student Policy Brief Competition
 Instructions
Background (Choose ONE topic)
Topic 1: Agriculture and Climate Change
In 2015, many countries, including Canada, committed to limiting global temperature increases to a maximum of 1.5-degree Celsius. In addition, Canada has committed to net-zero greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 2050. Agriculture and Agri-food (AAFC) Canada’s Minister has asked for a briefing on two to three GHG mitigation options in the agricultural sector and seeks a recommendation on the best option when taking into consideration economic efficiency and stakeholder impacts. 
Topic 2: Agriculture and Changing Consumer Preferences
Alternative protein products are sought after not only by core vegan or vegetarian consumers, but also by more and more shoppers aspiring to have a healthier diet or following a flexitarian lifestyle. AAFC’s Minister has asked for a briefing to summarize both the key challenges and potential growth opportunities facing alternative protein producers. Your note should also include how traditional meat/food companies are responding to the growth of the alternative protein market. 
Topic 3: Agriculture and Trade
The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the agricultural and food sector has exposed the vulnerabilities of the supply chain, although the agricultural and food sector has proven to be relatively resilient. Despite this resilience, concerns remain about the future of the sector given the ongoing pandemic and supply chain issues. AAFC’s Minister has asked for a briefing note describing how the agricultural and food sector could further improve its resilience in the face of the global shock from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Topic 4: Agriculture and Labour 
Farm labour issues are frequently raised by industry and the media. COVID-19 has added a new dimension to the set of challenges and policy questions. Issues that are raised are the lack of Canadians to work on farms; the role of temporary foreign workers in the agriculture and food value chain; and the labour intensity of some sectors. Industry stakeholders indicate that lack of labour is hindering the growth of the agriculture and food industry in Canada. AAFC’s Minister has asked for a briefing note that summarizes the key challenges, as well as potential policy solutions, associated with farm labour issues. Your note should also identify the key players in industry and government on labour issues and their roles in developing solutions.
Instructions
Write a briefing note for the Minister on ONE topic only. The briefing note should not exceed three (3) pages and should help the Minister make an informed decision about the chosen topic. You should use the attached Briefing Note template. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]A briefing note consists of several sections which are described in the attached template.  Each section of the note has a specific purpose, please read the instructions on the template carefully. Background documents are listed below to help you get started. You may use these as you see fit to help gather the required information for the various parts of the note. The Background section is used for broader context while the Issue section is used to highlight the particular issue over which the Minister will be making informed decisions. The Considerations section can be used to highlight how the issue at hand may have linkages to other issues and policies across the department in particular and government in general, stakeholder reactions/impacts, economic implications, and other practical considerations. The Recommendation section provides your recommended option or path forward, and the reasons for it. The Summary Box is best dealt with once you have completed the main body of the briefing note and is where you bring out the key messages and recommendation.
Additional Material to submit: 
Along with your completed briefing note please provide at least two references (these will not be included in the page count for the briefing note).
Submissions:
Please submit your completed briefing note and references to Jennifer Vignola at jennifer.vignola@agr.gc.ca by Monday, January 10th, 2022 2 P.M. EST
Background Documents
Here are some background documents for each topic (you may also use other sources of information):  
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Environment and Climate Change Canada. (2021). National Inventory Report 1990 - 2019: Greenhouse Gas Sources and Sinks in Canada. https://unfccc.int/documents/271493
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Topic 3: Agriculture and Trade
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